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Inspection of Bounds Green Infant
School

Bounds Green Road, London N11 2QG

Inspection dates: 9 and 10 July 2024
Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding
Early years provision Outstanding
Previous inspection grade Outstanding

Until November 2020, the school was exempt from routine inspection because it was
judged as outstanding at its previous inspection under section 5 of the Education Act
2005. The school has not been inspected under section 5 of the Act since March
2017.
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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils thrive in this nurturing and supportive school. They benefit from positive and
caring relationships with adults and other pupils. Leaders have high expectations for
pupils” behaviour, based on the school values of ‘challenge, value and nurture’.

These are intertwined throughout the curriculum. Pupils feel safe here, knowing they
have five named adults who will listen and help them if they have a worry.

The school develops pupils’ knowledge and confidence through a rich curriculum and
thoughtfully planned wider experiences. Pupils excel in all aspects of their learning.
This is because the school has very high academic ambitions for all pupils, including
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Pupils are rightly
proud of the excellent quality of work they produce in different subjects. They are
exceptionally well prepared for the next stage of their education.

The school promotes responsibility and independence in pupils, starting from early
years. For example, Reception children participate in weekly voting to choose the
book they wish to read and select their preferred theme for the role-play area. Older
pupils represent their peers as part of the school council. Pupils’ ideas have driven
changes such as different choices on the lunch menu. Through these activities,
pupils learn to understand the importance of democracy and how it works.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The school has designed a rigorous and ambitious curriculum. The knowledge and
skills that leaders expect pupils to secure are clearly identified and logically
sequenced. As a result, pupils develop a deep body of knowledge in different
subjects and are confident when discussing their learning. For example, children in
Reception learn to recognise different plants and grow them from seeds. By Year 2,
pupils build on this foundation and are able to identify the conditions needed for
mature plants to stay healthy. Similarly, in history, pupils are taught to use common
vocabulary associated with the passing of time, such as source or chronology. They
apply these terms when learning about significant people and events such as Guy
Fawkes, Florence Nightingale or the Great Fire of London.

The curriculum is designed around books, which bring subjects to life and develop
pupils” vocabulary and language. Children are immersed in stories in early years. For
example, they are encouraged to retell stories in various ways such as through
props, writing or looking for clues in the environment. Staff are well trained in the
agreed phonics programme, teaching and modelling sounds with precision. Pupils
practise reading with books that are consistently well matched to the sounds that
they know. Regular assessment allows staff to identify and address any gaps in
pupils’ phonics knowledge. As a result, pupils are obtaining the phonics knowledge
that they need to become accurate and fluent readers.

A love of reading is embedded throughout the curriculum. Pupils read widely and
often, enjoying visits to the school library and listening to stories. Pupils speak with
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confidence and enthusiasm about their favourite books and authors.

Pupils with SEND are swiftly identified. The school works well with external agencies
and specialists to establish the right type of support based on pupils’ needs. This
information is communicated with staff, who make appropriate adaptations to tasks
and activities across subjects. This means that pupils with SEND are very well
supported to access the same ambitious curriculum as their peers wherever
possible.

The programme for wider enrichment is extensive. There are carefully planned
educational trips and workshops, which include visits to London landmarks, places of
worship and the local bookshop to listen to an author read a story. Different themes
run throughout the year, including a healthy living month where pupils have the
opportunity to participate in activities such as yoga and dancing. The pupil voice is
actively encouraged to enhance the curriculum further. They are encouraged to
suggest changes, which are then implemented by leaders such as planning
alternative after-school clubs.

Pupils behave exceptionally well around the school. This is because expectations are
clear and consistently applied. From the early years, children learn to show a
focused attitude towards their learning. They follow routines and instructions. Staff
help children grow in confidence and independence, ensuring they are ready for the
next stage in their learning. The school has effective systems in place to support
families to ensure that their children attend school regularly and on time.

Staff appreciate the support that they receive from the school to develop
professionally and to manage their workload and well-being.

Leaders and those responsible for governance have a detailed and accurate

understanding of the school’s effectiveness. They are ambitious for pupils and keen
to develop the excellent provision on offer even further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as

part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
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Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational
needs and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need
of help and protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a
social worker; and pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the
school’s pupil premium funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at
any point in the last six years, looked after children (children in local authority care)
and/or children who left care through adoption or another formal route).
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http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium
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School details

Unique reference number 102081
Local authority Haringey
Inspection number 10323308
Type of school Infant
School category Community
Age range of pupils 3to7
Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 322

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Mark Chapman

Headteacher Nadine Lewis

Website www.boundsgreenschool.co.uk

Dates of previous inspection 22 and 23 March 2023, under section 8

of the Education Act 2005.

Information about this school

B The school does not use any alternative provision.
W The school runs its own before- and after-school clubs.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s
education provision.

B Inspectors discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the school and
have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B The inspectors met with all senior leaders, a number of teaching and support
staff, governors and a representative from the local authority.

B The inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading,
mathematics, history and science. For each deep dive, the inspectors held
discussions about the curriculum, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers,
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spoke to some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of pupils’ work.
Other subjects were also considered as part of this inspection.

B The inspectors scrutinised a range of documents, including leaders’ evaluation of
the school and priorities for school improvement.

B To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspectors reviewed the single
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.

B The inspectors took account of the views of pupils, parents and staff, as gathered
through discussions and Ofsted’s surveys.

Inspection team

Karen Kent, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector

Karyn Ray Ofsted Inspector

Gary Rawlings His Majesty’s Inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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