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Thursday 10th December 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Important School Update on COVID-19 and Remainder of School Autumn Term 
 
The purpose of this letter is to give you an update on recent events at School and what will be happening for what 
remains of this term. 
 
As many of you are no doubt aware since last Thursday 3rd December we have needed to advise the parents/carers of 
284 children (9 classes and 17 additional children who were attendees of either KS2 Breakfast Club or KS1 After School 
Club) to self-isolate for the required 14 day period due to positive COVID-19 test results. Whilst this is a large number of 
children (and staff) being required to self-isolate, and in a short space of time, which may cause you some anxiety, it 
needs to be pointed out that this is as a result of only 5 positive cases (4 children and 1 staff member). I hope that 
providing you with further information and clarity over recent events, and what as a school we are doing in response, will 
provide you with some  reassurance. 
 

 On the morning of Thursday 3rd December we were informed of a positive test result for a child in Y4 Leicester 
Square class. The child had not attended since the Monday and was asymptomatic when their test was carried 
out. They subsequently did develop mild symptoms but they are now well. 
Due to Public Health guidance the whole of Leicester Square class were required to self-isolate as a result 
(including their classteacher), along with 6 other specific Junior children who were identified as a possible close 
contact of the child concerned at the KS2 Breakfast Club that Monday. 
In relation to the child concerned it seems clear that transmission had not occurred at school but outside of 
school. To date we have not been notified by any other Leicester Square parent that their child has developed 
symptoms. Leicester Square class are able to return next week following their period of isolation. 
 

 On Sunday morning 6th December we became aware of a positive test result for a child in Y1 Manor House class. 
The child had not attended since the Thursday and (like the Y4 child) was asymptomatic when their test was 
carried out and they have continued to remain fine without developing any symptoms. However following 
assessment and Public Health guidance the whole of Year 1 were required to self-isolate as a result (including all 
staff except one). The reason for all Year 1 children being identified as a possible close contact was due to the 
nature of how Year 1 operate with mixed Phonics groups, shared use of topic rooms and so on. 
In relation to the child concerned having spoken with their parent it is clear that transmission had not occurred at 
school but through an event outside of school. To date we have not been notified by any other Year 1 parent that 
their child has developed symptoms. 
Year 1 children are able to return on Friday 18th December following their period of isolation. 

 

 On Sunday morning 6th December we became aware of a positive test result for a member fo staff who had last 
attended school asymptomatic in Y5 Covent Garden class on Wednesday 2nd December. The member of staff 
had developed symptoms late on Friday evening however Public Health guidance counts 2 full days prior to the 
onset of symptoms as a ‘contact’ day, therefore following evaluation the whole of Covent Garden class were 
required to self-isolate as a result (including another staff member who had been in the class that day). 
The staff member concerned is recovering well at home. To date we have not been notified by any Covent 
Garden parent that their child has developed symptoms. 
Covent Garden children are able to return on Thursday 17th December following their period of isolation. 
 

 On Monday morning 7th December we became aware shortly after the school day start that a child in one of our 
Reception classes had received a positive test result. The child had last attended school on Wednesday 2nd 
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December but developed symptoms that evening, meaning that their attendance at school on Tuesday 1st and 
Wednesday 2nd December though asymptomatic counted as possible ‘contact’ days. Following assessment and 
Public Health guidance the whole of Reception were required to self-isolate as a result (including all staff). The 
reason for all Reception children being identified as a possible close contact was due to the nature of how our 
Reception environment works with free-flow of the children throughout. 
To date we have not been notified by any other Reception parent that their child has developed symptoms. 
Reception children (and the staff) are able to return on Thursday 17th December following their period of isolation. 
 

 On Wednesday morning 9th December we became aware shortly after the school day start that a child in Y2 
Green Park class had received a positive test result. The child concerned had developed symptoms on Saturday 
5th December having last attended school asymptomatic on Friday 4th December. Following assessment and 
Public Health guidance the whole of Green Park class were required to self-isolate as a result (including 3 staff) 
as having been contacts of the child on the Thursday & Friday, ), along with 11 other specific Year 2 children who 
were identified as a possible close contact of the child concerned at the KS1 After School Club on Thursday 3rd 
December. 
In relation to the child concerned they had mild symptoms and are already fully recovered. To date we have not 
been notified by any other Green Park or Y2 After School Club parent that their child has developed symptoms. 
Unfortunately for Green Park children their period of isolation lasts until the end of 18th December meaning they 
will not be able to return before the end of term. The other Y2 After School Club children are able to return from 
their period of isolation on Friday 18th December. 
 

I apologise for the detail provided above but the Senior Leadership Team and I believe giving you full information will 
ensure clarity of understanding and also reassurance. Having liaised with the Deputy Director of Public Health in 
Haringey, as well as DfE advisers on a regular basis, particularly since Monday, their considered judgment is that the 5 
positive cases were through transmission outside, not within, school. The lack of further subsequent transmission so far 
would support their view on this. Public Health’s viewpoint is corroborated by their knowledge of events cross all Haringey 
school settings, which has mirrored our own experience. 
 
Since the communications received on Sunday morning in relation to the Y1 child and the staff member, the school 
leadership team immediately reviewed and made changes to school day-to-day practice and procedures to minimise 
contacts and mixing for the final 2 weeks of this term. 
 

 From Monday morning 7th December we made the decision to reduce staff contact with Year 2 children by 
stopping mixed phonics groups, thereby ensuring each Y2 class operated as an individual bubble. 

 On Monday morning 7th December we made the decision to stop the two Year 6 classes mixing into 3 groups for 
English and Maths during the morning thereby ensuring each Y6 class operated as an individual bubble, and 
limiting staff contacts. 

 We made the decision to stop intervention support group work for Y4 & Y5 groups, thereby limiting any contacts 
with an additional staff member as well as ensuring these classes operated as individual bubbles, with no group 
mixing. 

 We have limited staff who might work across different classes (generally the Inclusion team) to reduce contacts 
across bubbles 

 Prior to this week the teachers had planned for a short 5 minute festive song to be performed by the class outside 
that parents could come and watch. Unfortunately on Monday the decision was reached that this could not 
proceed. 

 The decision was reached to cancel the planned ‘silent disco’ to be held on the last day of term. 
 Until the end of term Nursey parents have been asked to drop off / collect children by the external doors and so 

not entering the building, thereby minimising possible risk of contact indoors. 
 
The Schools additional systems of controls which have been in place since September continue such as cleaners being 
on site for 12 hours per day, separation of year groups at lunchtimes and playtimes, and so on. 
 
Looking ahead to January and next term, we will need to reflect on recent events with the need to self-isolate the whole of 
Year 1 and the whole of Reception this week as a result of a single positive case in each year group. Any decision will 
need to be carefully consider balancing the risk to the children’s education and well-being against the risk of a positive 
case leading to a significant number of children needing to self-isolate. 
 
Last day of Term – Friday 18th December 
Many of you will have heard in the news about the government’s late notice decision on Wednesday to permit Schools to 
close a day early. Schools are only permitted to do so if they can swap a planned INSET day to 18th December. This 
Government decision was solely to enable Headteachers to be available for work to carry out their legal duty to contribute 
to Track and Trace up to end 23rd December rather than up until end of Christmas evening. The remaining 2 INSET days 
the school has cannot be moved, therefore School will be open on Friday 18th December. HOWEVER the Chair of 
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Governors and I have agreed that School will close early on Friday 18th December at 1.30pm. For those parents 
who might still require After School Club on that day, the After School Club will run from 1.30pm – 4.15pm. It will 
not operate its usual hours. 
 
Finally, in these current, challenging times as we approach a holiday period that will mean a great deal to all of us in 
terms of seeing family, I fully understand that there will be some, or many, of you who may be considering difficult choices 
about your child’s attendance at school in the last week of this term. All I can say is that the School will show you 
sympathy and understanding in this. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Will Wawn 
Headteacher 
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