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Wednesday, 20 January 2021 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I write further to my letter of Tuesday 5th January when I informed you that our Nursery class would be closed except 
for on-site childcare provision for the children of key/critical workers and those identified as vulnerable whose parents 
requested it. This decision was in line with the rest of the school as I explained within the letter as the guidance at the 
time allowed primary schools ‘discretion’ to follow the same arrangements. 
 
Before reaching this decision we carried out a risk assessment evaluation to see if we could remain open, staffing 
capacity being a critical factor, as well as trying to consider the health and safety of our community with Coronavirus 
transmission at such high and out of control rates. In making the decision we had to consider the fact that a number of 
our Nursery staff team were unavailable for work due to the pandemic and lockdown for a range of reasons such as 
being identified as needing to shield. At full capacity we would have had 4.8 full time equivalent members of staff. By 
the time I wrote to you on 5th January we only had 2.2 full time equivalent members of staff available for work. 
 
On Monday 4th January the Government announced the closure of schools until February half term at least. However 
the Government has maintained a stance that Nursery schools, Nursery classes in Primary schools, Early Years settings 
and childminders should remain open if possible explaining that Nursery children are not ‘vectors of transmission’, 
whilst Reception children are ‘vectors of transmission’.  A Government stance that has been baffling for which they will 
not provide evidence to support.  There has been a lot of confusion and uncertainty about this that you may have seen 
in the media. 
 
The latest weekly update from Haringey’s Director of Public Health reports the significant number of positive cases of 
children in early years settings open during the first week in January. I have been informed that such cases have 
continued to rise in the last week. This contradicts the Government’s guidance and assurances. 
 
You will also know that with Coronavirus cases still rising rapidly across the country, the government have declared a 
state of national lockdown.  They have told families that: 

 they must stay at home and that this is the single most important action we can all take to protect the NHS and save 
lives.  

 this is the law and that we should follow this guidance immediately and we must not leave, or be outside of our 
homes except where necessary urging us to ‘act like you’ve got it already’ (Chris Whitty).   

 
In the last week the Government has reaffirmed its stance and guidance that Nursery classes in schools should remain 
open and allow children to attend as far as a School can accommodate depending on its cicumstances. Furthermore on 
14th January, the Government made it clear that funding for Nursery age pupils would depend on schools being open. 
This decision has been, and continues to be, challenged by those in education, early years settings, Local Authorities, 
Trade Unions and professional organisations. 
 
The reason we are getting in touch now is to try to follow the Government guidance and ask you to help us plan how to 
open our Nursery and what you are thinking at this moment in relation to whether you would like your child to return to 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjG_5Gd-vzhAhUS1BoKHQ2qCb0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.st-marks.kent.sch.uk%2Fhome%2Fofsted-good-logo2x%2F&psig=AOvVaw3CB4WcyMKhshHMDnyB62Jw&ust=1556890219475813


      

Nursery or not. Then if ‘Yes’ how much of your core Nursery offer (15 hours / 30 hours) you could consider. Please bear 
in mind this is to help us explore demand and what we might be able to offer in light of reduced staffing and the 
necessary Risk Assessment. It is highly likely we might only be able to provide a significantly reduced offer. 
 
It would be useful to have an indicative view of how you are thinking at the moment.  We would be grateful if you could 
complete the following survey by 10am TOMORROW. 
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=B7gYeyQdhkyE6s2kn-
shZOVGWUbusfRJuGS5Bs_uOW1UMERDN0c0SVMxT1hUWEdXTFFUQ0pEMlQ1UC4u  
 
Please continue to look after yourselves and your family and know that all the staff here are committed to supporting 
our children and families through this difficult time. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Will Wawn 
Head Teacher  
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